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1 . IN AN ATTEMPT TO INTRODUCE A BIT OF MODERNIZATION AND 
SOME RESPONSIVENESS INTO THE GREEK BUREAUCRACY, MINISTER TO 
THE PRESIDENCY OF THE GOVERNMENT, GEORGE R ALLIS, HAS SIGNED A 
CIRCULAR DIRECTING THAT THE CIVIL SERVICE AS WELL AS ALL 
PUBLIC AND MUNICIPAL ORGANIZATIONS SIMPLIFY THE ARCHAIC AND 
STILTED LANGUAGE PRESENTLY EMPLOYED IN THEIR DOCUMENTS AND 
COMMUNICATIONS. THIS CHANGE, APPROVED BY PRIME MINISTER C ARAM ANLIS , 
IS TO BEGIN FEBRUARY 1, 1977, BUT IS LIKELY TO TAKE A GENERATION, 

IF NOT LONGER, TO BECOME EFFECTIVE. 

2. THE ELIMINATION OF THE COMPLICATED-AND TOO MANY IN- 
COMPREHENSIBLE-SYNTAX OF OFFICIALDOM WOULD INDEED BE A RADICAL 
REFORM. THE RATIONALE IS THAT IT WILL BRING THE BUREAUCRACY 
CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY TO THOSE NOT SO WELL VERSED 

IN THE FORMAL LANGUAGE "KATHAREVOUSA." HOWEVER, THERE IS BOUND 
TO BE STRONG RESISTANCE FROM THE BUREAUCRATS ENTRENCHED IN THEIR 
TRADITIONS. THE BETTER EDUCATED, PROUD OF THEIR "SUPERIOR" 

STATUS AND PERHAPS ALSO RELUCTANT TO UNDERTAKE THE PERSONAL 
EDUCATIONAL EFFORT REQUIRED TO ORIENT THEMSELVES IN THE PREPARATION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 ATHENS 13758 301803Z 

AND USAGE OF A SIMPLER FORM OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATION, WILL 
ALSO BE A PROBLEM AREA, NOT TO MENTION THE CONSERVATIVE SECTORS 
OF GREEK SOCIETY FOR WHOM KATHAREVOUSA HAS LONG BEEN A 
POLITICAL SYMBOL. RECOGNIZING THE INHERENT DIFFICULTIES AND THE 
IMBEDDED PREJUDICES OF THE BUREAUCRATS AND OTHERS, THE CIRCULAR 
SPEAKS OF A TRANSITIONAL PERIOD OF "ONE OR TWO YEARS" BEFORE 
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STRICT COMPLIANCE IS EXPECTED. IN FACT. IT MAY WELL BE SEVERAL 
DECADES, IF NOT LONGER, UNTIL A NEW GENERATION NOW BEING TAUGHT 
UNDER THE NEW EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM USING DEMOTIKI, THE COMMON 
USAGE GREEK (REFTEL), RISES TO FILL THE RANKS OF THE 
INCUMBENT BUREAUCRATS. 

KUBISCH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: GOVERNMENT REFORM, GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL, ORGANIZATION & MANAGEMENT, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976ATHENS13758 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D770001-0113 
From: ATHENS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1976121/aaaaaaus.tel 

Line Count: 67 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 ATHENS 3407 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: coburnhl 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <29 APR 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <19 AUG 2004 by coburnhl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SIGN OF THE TIMES: DIRECTIVE THAT THE BUREAUCRACY SIMPLIFY ITS WRITTEN LANGUAGE 
TAGS: PGOV, GR, (RALLIS, GEORGE) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



